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Since the 1980s, when the War on Drugs kicked into high gear and prison populations soared, the increase in
women’ s rate of incarceration has steadily outpaced that of men. Asaresult, women's prisonsin the US
have suffered perhaps the most drastically from the overcrowding and recurrent budget crises that have
plagued the penal system since harsher drugs laws came into effect. In Breaking Women, Jill A. McCorkel
draws upon four years of on-the-ground research in amajor US women’ s prison to uncover why tougher
drug policies have so greatly affected those incarcerated there, and how the very nature of punishment in
women’ s detention centers has been deeply altered as aresult.

Through compelling interviews with prisoners and state personnel, McCorkel reveals that popular so-called
“habilitation” drug treatment programs force women to accept aview of themselves as inherently damaged,
aberrant addictsin order to secure an earlier release. These programs were created as away to enact stricter
punishments on female drug offenders while remaining sensitive to their perceived feminine needs for
treatment, yet they instead work to enforce stereotypes of deviancy that ultimately humiliate and degrade the
women. The prisoners are left feeling lost and alienated in the end, and many never truly address their
addiction as the programs' organizers may have hoped. A fascinating and yet sobering study, Breaking
Women foregrounds the gendered and racialized assumptions behind tough-on-crime policies while offering
avivid account of how the contemporary penal system impacts individual lives.
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From reader reviews:
Shiela Steen:

The book with title Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment has |ot of
information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Rachel Robbins:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New
Politics of Imprisonment book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Breaking Women:
Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Henry McMahon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New
Politics of Imprisonment or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Palitics of
Imprisonment to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Victoria Owen:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, waysto reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New



Politics of Imprisonment can make you feel more interested to read.
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