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We’ve all been there. Seduced by the sleek designs and smart capabilities of the newest gadgets, we end up
stumped by their complicated set-up instructions and exasperating error messages. In this fascinating history,
Joseph J. Corn maps two centuries of consumer frustration and struggle with personal technologies.

Aggravation with the new machines people adopt and live with is as old as the industrial revolution. Clocks,
sewing machines, cameras, lawn mowers, bicycles, electric lights, cars, and computers: all can empower and
exhilarate, but they can also exact a form of servitude. Adopters puzzle over which type and model to buy
and then how to operate the device, diagnose its troubles, and meet its insatiable appetite for accessories,
replacement parts, or upgrades. It intrigues Corn that we put up with the frustrations our technology thrusts
upon us, battling with the unfamiliar and climbing the steep learning curves. It is this ongoing struggle, more
than the uses to which we ultimately put our machines, that animates this thought-provoking study.

Having extensively researched owner’s manuals, computer user-group newsletters, and how-to literature,
Corn brings a fresh, consumer-oriented approach to the history of technology. User Unfriendly will be
valuable to historians of technology, students of American culture, and anyone interested in our modern
dependence on machines and gadgets.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Pucci:

With other case, little individuals like to read book User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal
Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book User Unfriendly:
Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Christopher Hardnett:

Here thing why this specific User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks
and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to
Cars and Computers giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal
Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of User Unfriendly:
Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers
in e-book can be your option.

Delbert Storey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with
regards to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object.
One of them are these claims User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from
Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers.



Tara Winston:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the User Unfriendly: Consumer Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks and
Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers when you necessary it?
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