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The American commitment to promoting human rights abroad emerged in the 1970s as a surprising response
to national trauma. In this provocative history, Barbara Keys situates this novel enthusiasm as a reaction to
the profound challenge of the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Instead of looking inward for renewal,
Americans on the right and the left looked outward for ways to restore America's moral leadership.

Conservatives took up the language of Soviet dissidents to resuscitate the Cold War, while liberals sought to
dissociate from brutally repressive allies like Chile and South Korea. When Jimmy Carter in 1977 made
human rights a central tenet of American foreign policy, his administration struggled to reconcile these
conflicting visions. Yet liberals and conservatives both saw human rights as a way of moving from guilt to
pride. Less a critique of American power than a rehabilitation of it, human rights functioned for Americans
as a sleight of hand that occluded from view much of America's recent past and confined the lessons of
Vietnam to narrow parameters. From world's judge to world's policeman was a small step, and American
intervention in the name of human rights would be a cause both liberals and conservatives could embrace.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Reclaiming American Virtue. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Reclaiming
American Virtue. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ethelyn Allen:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Reclaiming American
Virtue book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Rose Watkins:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Reclaiming American Virtue as the daily resource information.

Nancy Ochoa:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Reclaiming American Virtue was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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