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Before colonial Americans could declare independence, they had to undergo a change of heart. Beyond a
desire to rebel against British mercantile and fiscal policies, they had to believe that they could stand up to
the fully armed British soldier. Prelude to Revolution uncovers one story of how the Americans found that
confidence.

On April 19, 1775, British raids on Lexington Green and Concord Bridge made history, but it was an episode
nearly two months earlier in Salem, Massachusetts, that set the stage for the hostilities. Peter Charles Hoffer
has discovered records and newspaper accounts of a British gunpowder raid on Salem. Seeking powder and
cannon hidden in the town, a regiment of British Regulars were foiled by quick-witted patriots who carried
off the ordnance and then openly taunted the Regulars. The prudence of British commanding officer
Alexander Leslie and the persistence of the patriot leaders turned a standoff into a bloodless triumph for the
colonists. What might have been a violent confrontation turned into a local victory, and the patriots gloated
as news spread of "Leslie’s Retreat."

When British troops marched on Lexington and Concord on that pivotal day in April, Hoffer explains, each
side had drawn diametrically opposed lessons from the Salem raid. It emboldened the rebels to stand fast and
infuriated the British, who vowed never again to back down. After relating these battles in vivid detail,
Hoffer provides a teachable problem in historic memory by asking why we celebrate Lexington and Concord
but not Salem and why New Englanders recalled the events at Salem but then forgot their significance.

Praise for the work of Peter Charles Hoffer

"This book more than succeeds in achieving its goal of helping students understand and appreciate the
cultural and intellectual environment of the Anglophone world."— New England Quarterly, reviewing When
Benjamin Franklin Met the Reverend Whitefield

"A synthetic essay of considerable grace and scope... An excellent overview of the field."— Journal of Legal
History, reviewing Law and People in Colonial America
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From reader reviews:

Amy McCarter:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History) book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Prelude to
Revolution (Witness to History) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Frank Botelho:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Prelude to
Revolution (Witness to History) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History)is the one of several books that
will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

James Sanford:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History), you can
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Cherie Fidler:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History) was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Prelude to Revolution (Witness to History)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading this.
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