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Discover the 19th century along the mid-Atlantic through one year in the life of a young Jersey Shore sea
captain. With extraordinary details, this book is a wondrous vehicle for traveling back to 1878. "It's a little
slice of history that needed to be smelt, felt and looked at. I feel incredibly lucky to have brought it to
people," the author, James Kirk III, told The New York Times in an interview. The book is based on the
1878 ship's record kept by Capt. Thomas Rose Lake in a tiny leather diary. Miraculously, it survived a
century and fell into the hands of James B. Kirk, II an English teacher and historian. With annotations and
details imbuing this journal with context, he turned the captain's observations into a fascinating picture of a
vanished time, place, and way of life. In the Foreword, New Jersey's eminent historian John T. Cunningham,
who offered early encouragement to the author, calls this "a volume that is a treasure trove." Thomas D.
Carroll, folklorist and writer, who has taught at the University of Pennsylvania and worked for the Library of
Congress and Smithsonian Institution, calls the work "a Rosetta stone" for the late 19th century coast.
Maritime historian John M. Kochiss describes the magic of reading the first-hand history this way: "Unlike
any other book before, I found myself mouthing, then almost hearing Captain Lake's words... And all this
alchemy brews forth." And Stephen Dunn, winner of the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for poetry, says: "History needs
its passionate pursuers. Golden Light is alive with such attentiveness." The 45½-foot sloop Golden Light
sailed the coast from Virginia to New York and back again with cargoes of clams, oysters, fish oil, or sweet
potatoes. The crew encountered storms and heavy seas, but also found excitement in races with other boats,
in the people they met, in the places they put in. Golden Light provides a rare picture of the all but forgotten
east coast oyster trade in the last quarter of the 19th century -- the end of the age of sail and the agrarian era
in America. As such it is of great value to social historians. It is also an indelible and moving document of
the last year in a young man's life. Capt. Lake, a gregarious young soul, found his south Jersey home, the
bustling New York harbor, and backwater of Virginia equally fascinating, and his experiences touch us as an
example of a good life -- even when it is painfully clear that the life is to be cut short. As the author writes of
the diary: "In its pages is the final cry of a way of life which, for better or worse, would return no more. As
such, the diary is a poignant vignette -- an ambrotype faded at the edges but with the central portrait clear --
of a young man's happiness, simplicity, and struggle. It must give us pause." James B. Kirk II died before the
work was completed and his son James B. Kirk III finished the task so lovingly begun.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Golden Light: The 1878 Diary of Captain
Thomas Rose Lake.

Christina Bain:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Golden
Light: The 1878 Diary of Captain Thomas Rose Lake suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Golden Light: The 1878 Diary of Captain Thomas
Rose Lakeis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world within this book.

Charles Wagoner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Golden Light: The 1878 Diary of Captain Thomas Rose Lake.

Martha Royal:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Golden Light: The 1878 Diary of
Captain Thomas Rose Lake can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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