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In this rare firsthand account, Lorna Rhodes takes us into a hidden world that lies at the heart of the
maximum security prison. Focusing on the "supermaximums"—and the mental health units that complement
them—Rhodes conveys the internal contradictions of a system mandated to both punish and treat. Her often
harrowing, sometimes poignant, exploration of maximum security confinement includes vivid testimony
from prisoners and prison workers, describes routines and practices inside prison walls, and takes a hard look
at the prison industry. More than an exposé, Total Confinement is a theoretically sophisticated meditation on
what incarceration tells us about who we are as a society.

Rhodes tackles difficult questions about the extreme conditions of confinement, the treatment of the mentally
ill in prisons, and an ever-advancing technology of isolation and surveillance. Using her superb interview
skills and powers of observation, she documents how prisoners, workers, and administrators all struggle to
retain dignity and a sense of self within maximum security institutions. In settings that place in question the
very humanity of those who live and work in them, Rhodes discovers complex interactions—from the
violent to the tender—among prisoners and staff. Total Confinement offers an indispensable close-up of the
implications of our dependence on prisons to solve long-standing problems of crime and injustice in the
United States.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Herrera:

The experience that you get from Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison
(California Series in Public Anthropology) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in Public
Anthropology) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California
Series in Public Anthropology) instantly.

George Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum
Security Prison (California Series in Public Anthropology) as your daily resource information.

Hope Giles:

The actual book Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California
Series in Public Anthropology) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Deborah Walker:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum
Security Prison (California Series in Public Anthropology) was filled about science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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