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Everywhere you look in 1970s American cinema, you find white working-class men. They bring a violent
conclusion to Easy Rider, murdering the film's representatives of countercultural alienation and disaffection.
They lurk in the Georgia woods of Deliverance, attacking outsiders in a manner that evokes the South's
recent history of racial violence and upheaval. They haunt the singles nightclubs of Looking for Mr.
Goodbar, threatening the film's newly liberated heroine with patriarchal violence. They strut through the
disco clubs of Saturday Night Fever, dancing to music whose roots in post-Stonewall homosexuality invite
ambiguity that the men ignore.

Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men argues that the persistent appearance of working-class characters in
these and other films of the 1970s reveals the powerful role class played in the key social and political
developments of the decade, such as the decline of the New Left and counterculture, the re-emergence of the
South as the Sunbelt, and the rise of the women's and gay liberation movements. Examining the "youth cult"
film, the neo-Western "southern," and the "new nightlife" film, Nystrom shows how these cinematic
renderings of white working-class masculinity actually tell us more about the crises facing the middle class
during the 1970s than about working-class experience itself. Hard Hats thus demonstrates how these
representations of the working class serve as fantasies about a class Other-fantasies that offer imaginary
resolutions to middle-class anxieties provoked by the decade's upheavals.

Drawing on examples of iconic films from the era-Saturday Night Fever, Cruising, Five Easy Pieces, and
Walking Tall, among others-Nystrom presents an incisive, evocative study of class and American cinema
during one of the nation's most tumultuous decades.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in
1970s American Cinema book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Deborah Oneal:

The book Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Timothy Duchene:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men:
Class in 1970s American Cinema publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema as good book not merely
by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Robert Maas:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Hard
Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema. You can more attractive than now.
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