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What we call American literature is quite often a shorthand, a simplified name for an extended tangle of
relations." This is the argument of Through Other Continents, Wai Chee Dimock's sustained effort to read
American literature as a subset of world literature.

Inspired by an unorthodox archive--ranging from epic traditions in Akkadian and Sanskrit to folk art,
paintings by Veronese and Tiepolo, and the music of the Grateful Dead--Dimock constructs a long history of
the world, a history she calls "deep time." The civilizations of Mesopotamia, India, Egypt, China, and West
Africa, as well as Europe, leave their mark on American literature, which looks dramatically different when
it is removed from a strictly national or English-language context. Key authors such as Thoreau, Margaret
Fuller, Ezra Pound, Robert Lowell, Gary Snyder, Leslie Silko, Gloria Naylor, and Gerald Vizenor are
transformed in this light. Emerson emerges as a translator of Islamic culture; Henry James's novels become
long-distance kin to Gilgamesh; and Black English loses its ungrammaticalness when reclassified as a creole
tongue, meshing the input from Africa, Europe, and the Americas.

Throughout, Dimock contends that American literature is answerable not to the nation-state, but to the
human species as a whole, and that it looks dramatically different when removed from a strictly national or
English-language context.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Cassady:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Through Other Continents: American Literature across Deep
Time book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Through Other Continents: American Literature across Deep Time
content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Through Other Continents:
American Literature across Deep Time is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ella Nebel:

The publication untitled Through Other Continents: American Literature across Deep Time is the publication
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Through Other Continents: American Literature across
Deep Time from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Maas:

This Through Other Continents: American Literature across Deep Time is completely new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Through
Other Continents: American Literature across Deep Time can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Thelma Cobb:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Through Other Continents: American
Literature across Deep Time was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Through
Other Continents: American Literature across Deep Time has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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