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When guns began firing again in Europe, why was it Ukraine that became the battlefield? Conventional
wisdom dictates that Ukraine's current crisis can be traced to the linguistic differences and divided political
loyalties that have long fractured the country. However this theory only obscures the true significance of
Ukraine's recent civic revolution and the conflict's crucial international dimension. The 2013-14 Ukrainian
revolution presented authoritarian powers in Russia with both a democratic and a geopolitical challenge.
President Vladimir Putin reacted aggressively by annexing the Crimea and sponsoring the war in eastern
Ukraine; and Russia's actions subsequently prompted Western sanctions and growing international tensions
reminiscent of the Cold War. Though the media portrays the situation as an ethnic conflict, an internal
Ukrainian affair, it is in reality reflective of a global discord, stemming from differing views on state power,
civil society, and democracy.

The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know explores Ukraine's contemporary conflict and
complicated history of ethnic identity, and it does do so by weaving questions of the country's fraught
relations with its former imperial master, Russia, throughout the narrative. In denying Ukraine's existence as
a separate nation, Putin has adopted a stance similar to that of the last Russian tsars, who banned the
Ukrainian language in print and on stage. Ukraine emerged as a nation-state as a result of the imperial
collapse in 1917, but it was subsequently absorbed into the USSR. When the former Soviet republics became
independent states in 1991, the Ukrainian authorities sought to assert their country's national distinctiveness,
but they failed to reform the economy or eradicate corruption. As Serhy Yekelchyk explains, for the last 150
years recognition of Ukraine as a separate nation has been a litmus test of Russian democracy, and the
Russian threat to Ukraine will remain in place for as long as the Putinist regime is in power. In this concise
and penetrating book, Yekelchyk describes the current crisis in Ukraine, the country's ethnic composition,
and the Ukrainian national identity. He takes readers through the history of Ukraine's emergence as a
sovereign nation, the after-effects of communism, the Orange Revolution, the EuroMaidan, the annexation of
the Crimean Peninsula, the war in the Donbas, and the West's attempts at peace making. The Conflict in
Ukraine is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the forces that have shaped contemporary
politics in this increasingly important part of Europe.

What Everyone Needs to Know® is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs
to Know® book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jerry Deal:

This The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know® usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to
Know® can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know® forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bryan Foxworth:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to
Know® can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Andrew Purdie:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know®
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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