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From 1789 in France to 2011 in Cairo, revolutions have shaken the world. In their pursuit of social justice,
revolutionaries have taken on the assembled might of monarchies, empires, and dictatorships. They have
often, though not always, sparked cataclysmic violence, and have at times won miraculous victories, though
at other times suffered devastating defeat.

This Very Short Introduction illuminates the revolutionaries, their strategies, their successes and failures, and
the ways in which revolutions continue to dominate world events and the popular imagination. Starting with
the city-states of ancient Greece and Rome, Jack Goldstone traces the development of revolutions through
the Renai ssance and Reformation, the Enlightenment and liberal constitutional revolutions such asin
America, and their oppaosite--the communist revolutions of the 20th century. He shows how revolutions
overturned dictatorsin Nicaragua and Iran and brought the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, and examines the new wave of non-violent "color" revolutions-the Philippines Y ellow
Revolution, Ukraine's Orange Revolution--and the Arab Uprisings of 2011-12 that rocked the Middle East.

Goldstone also sheds light on the major theories of revolution, exploring the causes of revolutionary waves,
the role of revolutionary leaders, the strategies and processes of revolutionary change, and the intersection
between revolutions and shifting patterns of global power. Finaly, the author examines the reasons for
diverse revolutionary outcomes, from democracy to civil war and authoritarian rule, and the likely future of
revolution in years to come.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and origina introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readabl e evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering al students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Frances:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Revolutions: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou understand
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Sheila Davis:

This Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) tend to be reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Earl Parker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to missit? What
kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsreferred to
asreading friends.

Mary Moore:

Isit a person who having spare timein that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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