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This book traces the origin, growth, decline, and resurrection of the railway system of the Netherlands from
its beginningsto privatization in the 1990s, and places its history in the context of the political and
socioeconomic development of the country.

At first, the largely agrarian and mercantile Dutch society saw little use for such anovel system of
transportation, thanks to a highly devel oped system of roads and waterways. However, the success of early
English railways did not go unnoticed, and in 1834 a plan was developed for arailway from Amsterdam to
the Prussian Ruhr area to replace the transportation system along the Rhine River. Although thisinitial plan
was finally abandoned, other lines were opened in 1839. The technology was largely borrowed from England
and Belgium, but from the outset Dutch engineers played an important role in the development of the
network.

Apart from a short-lived state system, the first railways were built and operated by private companies, but
when this did not result in an efficient network, the state stepped in again in 1860 to bring coherence. By
1900, the national network was complete, but labor unrest escalated, |eading to the national strike of 1903,
which reverberated for many yearsin the Dutch Parliament, railroad board rooms, and socialist political
parties. The exigencies of World War | increased the grip of the state on the railways, which ultimately
resulted in 1938 in the compl ete unification of the railways, abeit under public ownership.

In the 1920s and 1930s, competition from other forms of transportation resulted in a curtailing of services
and the closing of unprofitable lines. World War |1 devastated the Dutch railway system and necessitated an
almost complete rebuilding. In the postwar era, population growth, greater mobility, pollution problems, and
lack of space for new highways led to an intensive use of existing railways and the construction of new lines
to link new suburbs and airports with the existing network. The privatization craze of the 1990s separated the
ownership of the network from its operations, but the final relationship has yet to be established.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Thies:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Railways in the Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994.

Jessie Nathan:

The knowledge that you get from Railways in the Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994 is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Railways in the Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Railwaysin the
Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994 instantly.

Helen Jackson:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you alot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Railways in the Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

David Baxter:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. Railways in
the Netherlands: A Brief History, 1834-1994 can be your answer asit can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.
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