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Ezra Pound' s definition of an epic as*apoem containing history” raises questions: how can a poem
“contain” history? And if it can, doesit help usto think about history in ways that conventional
historiography cannot? Poems Containing History: Twentieth-Century American Poetry’ s Engagement with
the Past, by Gary Grieve-Carlson, argues that twentieth-century American poetry has “contained” and hel ped
its readers to think about history in a variety of provocative and powerful ways. Tracing the discussion of the
relationship between poetry and history from Aristotle’ s Poetics to Norman Mailer’ s The Armiesof the Night
and Hayden White's Metahistory, the book shows that even as history evolves into a professional, academic
discipline in the late nineteenth century, and as its practitioners emphasize the scientific aspects of their work
and minimize its literary aspects, twentieth-century American poets continue to take history as the subject of
their major poems. Sometimes they endorse the views of mainstream historians, as Stephen Vincent Benét
doesin John Brown’s Body, but more often they challenge them, as do Robert Penn Warren in Brother to
Dragons, Ezra Pound in TheCantos, or Charles Olson in TheMaximus Poems. In Conquistador, Archibald
MacL eish illustrates Aristotl€’ s claim that poetry tells more philosophical truths about the past than history
does, while in Paterson, William Carlos Williams develops a Nietzschean suspicion of history’svalue. Three
major American poets—T. S. Eliot in Four Quartets, Hart Crane in TheBridge, and Carolyn Forchéin The
Angel of History—present different challenges to professional historiography’s assumption that the past is
best understood in strictly material terms. Poems Containing History devotes chapters to each of these poets
and offers a clear sense of the seriousness with which American poetry has engaged the past, as well asthe
great variety of those engagements.
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From reader reviews:
Michad Carr:

Why? Because this Poems Containing History: Twentieth-Century American Poetry's Engagement with the
Past is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. Thisbook will give you alot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you |
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ollie Nadeau:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Poems
Containing History: Twentieth-Century American Poetry's Engagement with the Past your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Poems Containing History: Twentieth-Century
American Poetry's Engagement with the Past giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Nicholas Valles:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Poems Containing History: Twentieth-Century
American Poetry's Engagement with the Past. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Josephine Draughn:

Y ou can obtain this Poems Containing History: Twentieth-Century American Poetry's Engagement with the
Past by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve troubleif you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are il



update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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