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Are parallel importers the key to unlocking the single European market, breaking down long-established
national barriers for the benefit of all? Or do they instead just operate in a dubious "grey market", free-
loading on the investment of innovators and brand owners to the ultimate detriment of future investment?
Parallel importers are in turn lionized and demonized, both in legal commentary and in the mainstream press.

Trade is economically possible whenever the price of a particular product is higher in one area than in
another. However, in the real world, trade will only occur if this price differential is sufficient to cover the
costs of the trader together with a sufficiently attractive margin of profit. Some costs can be viewed as
barriers to trade which result in an economically imperfect allocation of resources across the world. They can
also operate as a waste of resources. Various attempts have been made to reduce unnecessary barriers,
encouraging trade, and reducing waste - the clearest example being the WTO, which is dedicated to
eliminating barriers to trade. Regional trading areas, such as the European Community share these goals,
along with certain other aims. Although many barriers have already been removed, the process is far from
complete.

Parallel trade occurs when goods are manufactured by one party (the manufacturer) and put onto the market
in country A but are then imported into country B by a second party (the parallel importer). The
manufacturer may have manufactured the goods and/or put them on the market in country A directly or
through third parties, but the distinguishing feature of parallel trade is that the manufacturer did not intend
the goods to end up in country B. Parallel trade normally occurs when the manufacturer sells the goods in
question in both countries (thus the trade is "parallel" to the main trade organized by the manufacturer) but
the price of the goods in country A is lower than the price in country B. However, it may also occur when the
manufacturer does not sell in country B at all, or does not sell sufficient quantities there. The goods are
typically described in country B as "parallel imports" or "grey market goods."

Understanding how EC law operates to restrict parallel trade involves exploring a complex matrix of
different rules derived from the different fields of competition, free movement, and intellectual property,
together with their corresponding private and public enforcement regimes, as well as the relationship with
other external regimes.

Author Christopher Stothers' comprehensive treatment of the subject successfully casts light on this difficult
topic and is set to become the definitive work of reference in the area.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Parallel Trade in Europe: Intellectual
Property, Competition and Regulatory Law book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Shawn Proctor:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the book untitled Parallel Trade in Europe: Intellectual Property, Competition and
Regulatory Law can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Leslie Padilla:

The book Parallel Trade in Europe: Intellectual Property, Competition and Regulatory Law has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Thomas Lemos:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Parallel Trade in Europe:
Intellectual Property, Competition and Regulatory Law that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Parallel Trade in Europe: Intellectual Property,
Competition and Regulatory Law become your personal starter.
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