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Originally published in 1910 (with a second, revised edition in 1911), The National Game by Alfred H.
Spink isthe first important history of baseball, predating Albert G. Spalding’ s better-known America’s
National Game by ayear. Dedicating the first edition, Spink spells out his lofty goal: “1 want this book to
live forever, so that the names of those who helped to build up and make base ball the greatest of outdoor
sports may never be forgotten.” That goal was postponed, however, as Spink’s The National Game has been
out of print since 1911.

While Spalding comes down firmly on the side of the owners, telling how the courageous and honest
magnates triumphed morally over greedy and crooked players, Spink celebrates the accomplishments of the
great players who helped to bring the game into the prominence it enjoyed in the first decade of the twentieth
century.

Spink provides a history of baseball before 1910; position-by-position biographies of every current major
league player and of former players; sketches of managers, magnates, journalists, and umpires; the line-up of
every championship team from 1871 to 1910; and a complete record of all games played for championships
from 1884 to the 1910 World Series.

In his foreword, Steven P. Gietschier, director of historical records at the Sporting News, details Spink’s
career asa St. Louisjournalist and as secretary and press agent for the St. Louis Browns until he left the team
to start aweekly newspaper devoted entirely to sports: “The Sporting News, eight pages long, hit the streets
for thefirst time on St. Patrick’s Day, 1886.”
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From reader reviews:
Joe Hessler:

The ability that you get from The national game is the more deep you searching the information that hide
inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
The national game giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular The national game instantly.

Elliott Salazar:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The national game as the daily resource information.

Laura Enriquez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading areserve. The book The national game it is extremely good to read. There arealot
of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Nicholas Gober:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveit in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The national game can give you alot of friends because by
you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The national game.
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