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Critically acclaimed author John Julius Norwich weaves the turbulent story of Sicily into a
spellbinding narrative that places the island at the crossroads of world history.

“Sicily,” said Goethe, “is the key to everything.” It is the largest island in the Mediterranean, the stepping-
stone between Europe and Africa, the link between the Latin West and the Greek East. Sicily’s strategic
location has tempted Roman emperors, French princes, and Spanish kings. The subsequent struggles to
conquer and keep it have played crucial roles in the rise and fall of the world’s most powerful dynasties.

Yet Sicily has often been little more than a footnote in books about other empires. John Julius Norwich’s
engrossing narrative is the first to knit together all of the colorful strands of Sicilian history into a single
comprehensive study. Here is a vivid, erudite, page-turning chronicle of an island and the remarkable kings,
queens, and tyrants who fought to rule it. From its beginnings as a Greek city-state to its emergence as a
multicultural trading hub during the Crusades, from the rebellion against Italian unification to the rise of the
Mafia, the story of Sicily is rich with extraordinary moments and dramatic characters. Writing with his
customary deftness and humor, Norwich outlines the surprising influence Sicily has had on world
history—the Romans’ fascination with Greek civilization dates back to their sack of Sicily—and tells the
story of one of the world’s most kaleidoscopic cultures in a galvanizing, contemporary way.

This volume has been a long time coming—Norwich began to explore Sicily’s colorful history during his
first visit to the island in the early 1960s. The dean of popular historians leads his readers through the
millennia with the steady narrative hand of a master teacher or the world’s most learned tour guide. Like the
island itself, Sicily is a book brimming with bold flavors that begs to be revisited again and again.

Praise for Sicily

“Suavely readable . . . The very model of a popular historian, [Norwich] writes to give pleasure to the
common reader. And what pleasure it is.”—The Wall Street Journal

“Entertaining on every page . . . There is something ancient and sorrowful in Sicily, ‘some dark, brooding
quality,’ just as captivating as its spellbinding history or its beautiful and varied landscapes, from beaches to
lemon groves, pine forests to volcanoes. . . . The most amiable and freewheeling of guides, Norwich will
always find time for the amusing anecdote.”—The Sunday Times

“Utterly engrossing . . . written with passion about the art and architecture of this magical island, filled with
gossipy tidbits and sweeping historical theories.”—The Daily Beast

“Dazzling . . . Norwich is an elegantly graceful and entertaining storyteller.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch

“Charming . . . richly nuanced history relayed with enormous fondness.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A brisk and always-lively tour.”—Open Letters Monthly



“Norwich is deeply in love with Sicily. [His] boundless affection has inspired a determined effort to
understand its painful past. The result is impressionistic, as love often is.”—The Times

“Norwich sketches personalities vividly. . . . He does the island and the reader a generous service in
providing such an amiable introduction.”—The Sunday Telegraph

“Norwich tells [Sicily’s] long, sad but fascinating story with sympathy and brio.”—Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History as your daily resource
information.

Summer McGaugh:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History can be great book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Taylor Becker:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Wendy Cort:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.



Download and Read Online Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of
History John Julius Norwich #W6E8SHNCGO5



Read Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius
Norwich for online ebook

Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich books to read online.

Online Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich ebook
PDF download

Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich Doc

Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich Mobipocket

Sicily: An Island at the Crossroads of History by John Julius Norwich EPub


