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The Federal Bureau of Investigation was an agency devoted to American ideals, professionalism, and
scientific methods, directed by a sage and selfless leader—and anyone who said otherwise was a no-good
subversive, bent on discrediting the American way of life. That was the official story, and how J. Edgar
Hoover made it stick—running roughshod over those same American ideals—is the story this book tells in
full for the first time.

From Hoover's first tentative media contacts in the 1930s to the Bureau's eponymous television series in the
1960s and 1970s, FBI officials labored mightily to control the Bureau's image—efforts that put them not-so-
squarely at the forefront of the emerging field of public relations. In the face of any journalistic challenges to
the FBI's legitimacy and operations, Hoover was able to create a benign, even heroic counter narrative,
thanks in part to his friends in newsrooms. Matthew Cecil's own prodigious investigation through hundreds
of thousands of pages from FBI files reveals the lengths to which Hoover and his lackeys went to use the
press to hoodwink the American people. Even more sobering is how much help he got from so many in the
press.

Conservative journalists like broadcaster Fulton Lewis, Jr. and columnist George Sokolsky positioned
themselves as "objective" defenders of Hoover's FBI and were rewarded with access, friendship, and other
favors. Some of Hoover's friends even became adjunct-FBI agents, designated as Special Service Contacts
who discreetly gathered information for the Bureau. "Enemies," on the other hand, were closely monitored
and subjected to operations that disrupted their work or even undermined and ended their careers. Noted
journalists like I. F. Stone, George Seldes, James A. Wechsler, and many others found themselves the
subjects of FBI investigations and, occasionally, named on the Bureau's "custodial detention index," targeted
for arrest in the case of a national emergency.

With experience as a political reporter, a press secretary, and a scholar and professor of journalism and
public relations, Matthew Cecil is uniquely qualified to conduct us through the maze of political intrigue and
influence peddling that mark—and often mask—the history of the FBI. His work serves as a cautionary tale
about how manipulative government agents and compliant journalists can undermine the very institutions
and ideals they are tasked with protecting.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Hoover's FBI and the Fourth Estate: The Campaign to Control the Press and the Bureau's Image.

Travis Wysocki:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Hoover's FBI and the Fourth Estate: The Campaign to Control the Press and the Bureau's Image your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Hoover's FBI and the Fourth Estate: The
Campaign to Control the Press and the Bureau's Image giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

William Delacruz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Hoover's FBI and the Fourth Estate: The Campaign to Control the Press
and the Bureau's Image this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's
why this book ideal all of you.

Kristine Toomey:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top



record in your reading list will be Hoover's FBI and the Fourth Estate: The Campaign to Control the Press
and the Bureau's Image. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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